DISCOVERING THE TRUTH : THE HEALTH EFFECTS OF

MOBILE

Despiie repeated stores in tha
media InkIng meols phonas to
advarss naaitn efacts, fEsearchars
al the Ausirailan cantra for
Radio-Frequancy Bloefiacts Ressarch
[ACRER) are yat toba cominced tha
refationship s conclushe

Frofessor Androw Wood, 2 research
direcior at the cenre, ks 'agnostic’
whan It comas to detamining
whather moble phone emissions
niava & harmiul effect on the human
brain and continues to happly usa
his mablle phang "“without much
thought about what § may be doing
tomal®

The ACRBR was sat up as a National
Health and Medcal Ressarch Councll
{NHMRC) Centre of Excellance and
5 & collaboration of sckntists from
Swinouma, AMIT Univarsity, Manash
Lniversity, tha Acelaids Instibts,
Telstra and overseas amikates.

It cpenad N January 2004 wih a
grant of $2.5 millon aver T years,
andalms o form the nub of radio
frequency ressarch In Australla.

The cantre's ressach program has
Daan carsfully devalopad to reflect
the most relevant and urgent
research questions yet to be resoved
I tis comple and sensfive ansa

of study. Thesa Include bikogical
studlas, In particular the naurcbiology
and apkamialagy af Rarnmiul
outcomas, InCiucing cancer.

ACRBR research and other international
studies have shown that exposure to mobile
phones could possibly affect brain function.
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EMnbume Ntemal Tnng Ehemes
Kay projact taam members
ProfScsOr A e Wood

Protsceor Rcdngy Crot

W Ray Mckizde

Frofessor wWood says Swinburna was
aforerunner In the area of mobila
phona rasaarch, recalling the work
of a formar dractor of the unhersity's
Braln Sciences Instttute, Professor
Flchand Slberstain, whoss nterast

In brain alterations caused by FF
Ries back to 1080

"It weas Privjessor SIDErstEin's sany
Interest that fpgerd my sabbalical
o the United States. we've coma a
lang way sinca 1940 when wa began
0ur regearch with a modast grant of
$4000 and the purchasa of a faw
mitartals to bagln cur sting.

*Tha Issue of moble phonas and
nealth risks didn't emerga until tha
mid-1990 with public concam and
anecdotal evidence that radio
fraquancy radation transmitied and
recatved through the motils phone
antannia closa to tha usar's head
COUIK OGS OF promaobs cancer.”

Profassor iWood says aver the tast
10 years tham haws besn varkus
studles araund tha workd Into the
topic but, When you compars the
MesLIIts, tha consistancy of the
findings Isn't comancing and thara
0o not appaar to be any biophysical
mechanismes o axpian tham,

*ACABA resaarch and otner
Interetional Studles naws SNown
treat eposung to mablke phanes
Coula possibly amact bran munction,”
Profassor ood 5ays, "Nonatheless,
they ssam to be faldy small affacts,
and thare I no astabiished link
betwiean mobile phonas and negative
health consaquencas.

*The only estabilshed health hazard
comes from tha wsa of moble phones
while dring. Howervar, thara Is
anough adance 1o usthy furthar
res=anch and taking a pracautionary
appraach to tha usa of moble phanes
uril W £an be mons connoent that
hey ars complataly sara."
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